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Title: The use and reuse of printed illustrations in 15th-century Venetian editions
Abstract: How did printed book illustrations circulate in the 15 th century? Which were the
different editions and texts where these illustrations appeared? Is it possible to track the
geographical movement of the blocks or of the iconographic subjects they portray? How did
printers use images? What was the relationship of 15 th-century printed illustrations with the
preceding manuscript sources, and their influence on the following manuscript and printed
production?
Our paper will present the 15cILLUSTRATION, a searchable database of 15 th-century
printed illustrations developed by the 15cBOOKTRADE project in collaboration with the
Visual Geometry Group (Department of Engineering Science of University of Oxford).
To address the research questions listed above, 15cILLUSTRATION allows to search the
database using images (or image region) as query, and using multiple text search keywords.
15cILLUSTRATION is the first comprehensive and systematic tool to track and investigate
the production, use, circulation, and copy of woodblocks, iconographic subjects, artistic
styles, etc. within 15th-century printed illustrated editions.
The features of 15cILLUSTRATION will be demonstrated using early printed Venetian
illustrations as a pilot dataset.
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